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produce or livestock of the kind that
secures such loans, except to the ex-
tent such actions are prohibited by
State laws adopted in accordance with
the Food Security Act of 1985, Pub. L.
99–198, 99 Stat. 1354. Lists of borrowers
or stockholders shall not otherwise be
released by any bank or association ex-
cept in accordance with paragraph (b)
of this section.

(b)(1) Within 7 days after receipt of a
written request by a stockholder, each
agricultural credit bank, bank for co-
operatives, Federal land bank associa-
tion, production credit association,
merged association, or Farm Credit
Bank shall provide a current list of its
stockholders to such requesting stock-
holder. As a condition to providing the
list, the bank or association may re-
quire that the stockholder agree and
certify in writing that the stockholder
will:

(i) Utilize the list exclusively for
communicating with stockholders for
permissible purposes; and

(ii) Not make the list available to
any person, other than the stock-
holder’s attorney or accountant, with-
out first obtaining the written consent
of the institution.

(2) As an alternative to receiving a
list of stockholders, a stockholder may
request the institution to mail or oth-
erwise furnish to each stockholder a
communication for a permissible pur-
pose on behalf of the requesting stock-
holder. This alternative may be used at
the discretion of the requesting stock-
holder, provided that the requester
agrees to defray the reasonable costs of
the communication. In the event the
requester decides to exercise this op-
tion, the institution shall provide the
requester with a written estimate of
the costs of handling and mailing the
communication as soon as practicable
after receipt of the stockholder’s re-
quest to furnish a communication.

(3) For purposes of paragraph (b) of
this section ‘‘permissible purpose’’ is
defined to mean matters relating to
the business operations of the bank or
association. This shall include matters
relating to the effectiveness of man-
agement, the use of corporate assets,
and the performance of directors and
officers. This shall not include commu-
nications involving commercial, social,

political, or charitable causes, commu-
nications relating to the enforcement
of a personal claim or the redress of a
personal grievance, or proposals advo-
cating that the bank or association
violate any Federal, State, or local law
or regulation.

[51 FR 39503, Oct. 28, 1986, as amended at 53
FR 35457, Sept. 14, 1988; 61 FR 67188, Dec. 20,
1996]

§ 618.8320 Data regarding borrowers
and loan applicants.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, the directors, offi-
cers, and employees of every bank and
association shall hold in strict con-
fidence all information regarding the
character, credit standing, and prop-
erty of borrowers and applicants for
loans. They shall not exhibit or quote
the following documents: Loan applica-
tions; supplementary statements by
applicants; letters and statements rel-
ative to the character, credit standing,
and property of borrowers and appli-
cants; recommendations of loan com-
mittees; and reports of inspectors,
fieldmen, investigators, and appraisers.

(b) The requirements of paragraph (a)
of this section are subject to the fol-
lowing exceptions.

(1) Examiners and other authorized
representatives of the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration and the bank concerned
shall have free access to all informa-
tion, records, and files.

(2) In connection with a legitimate
law enforcement inquiry, accredited
representatives of any agency or de-
partment of the United States may be
given access to information upon pres-
entation of official identification and a
written request specifying:

(i) The particular information de-
sired; and

(ii) That the information is relevant
to the law enforcement inquiry and
will be used only for the purpose for
which it is sought.

(3) The chairman of the presidents
committees and the presidents of the
banks may supply statistical and other
impersonal information pertaining to
groups of borrowers, applicants, and
loans, in response to requests from any
department or independent office of
the Government of the United States,
or responsible private organizations,
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with the understanding that the infor-
mation will not be published.

(4) Information concerning borrowers
may be given for the confidential use of
any Farm Credit institution in con-
templation of the extension of credit or
the collection of loans.

(5) Impersonal information based
solely on transactions or experience
with a borrower, such as amounts of
loans, terms, and payment records,
may be given by a bank or association
to any reliable organization for its con-
fidential use in contemplation of the
extension of credit or to a consumer re-
porting agency.

(6) Credit information concerning
any borrower may be given when such
borrower consents thereto in writing.

(7) An unsuccessful applicant for
credit which primarily is for personal,
family, or household purposes, if his
application was rejected either wholly
or partly because of information con-
tained in a consumer report from a
consumer reporting agency shall be ad-
vised as required in section 615(a) of
the Fair Credit Reporting Act (84 Stat.
1133), and if his application was re-
jected either wholly or partly because
of information obtained from a person
other than a consumer reporting agen-
cy shall be advised as required in sec-
tion 615(b) thereof.

(8)(i) Any information or analysis of
information requested during the
course of mediation by a State agency,
governor’s office or mediator under any
State mediation program certified
under section 501 of the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1987, may be provided to
the State agency, governor’s office or
mediator, with the approval of the bor-
rower.

(ii) Information concerning bor-
rowers contained in an appraisal report
may be given by a Farm Credit institu-
tion to any State agency certifying and
licensing real estate appraisers pro-
vided that the Farm Credit institution:

(A) Certifies that the information is
required in connection with an employ-
ee’s application for certification and li-
censure and that the institution has
taken appropriate steps to protect the
confidentiality of any borrower infor-
mation that is not essential to the
State’s evaluation of the application;
and

(B) Determines that the State certifi-
cation and licensing program makes
reasonable provisions for protecting
the confidentiality of the borrower in-
formation contained in the appraisal
report.

(9) Collateral evaluation reports may
be released to a loan applicant, when
required by the Equal Credit Oppor-
tunity Act or related regulations.

(c) The exceptions in paragraph (b) of
this section shall be exercised by Farm
Credit institutions with full awareness
of the requirements of the Fair Credit
Reporting Act.

[37 FR 11442, June 7, 1972. Redesignated at 47
FR 12151, Mar. 22, 1982, and amended at 53 FR
35457, Sept. 14, 1988; 56 FR 2675, Jan. 24, 1991;
58 FR 51994, Oct. 6, 1993; 59 FR 46734, Sept. 12,
1994; 61 FR 67188, Dec. 20, 1996; 62 FR 25831,
May 12, 1997; 64 FR 43049, Aug. 9, 1999]

§ 618.8325 Disclosure of loan docu-
ments.

(a) For purposes of this section, the
following definitions shall apply:

(1) Borrower means any signatory to a
loan contract who is either primarily
or secondarily liable on such contract,
including guarantors, endorsers, co-
signers or the like.

(2) Execution of the loan means the
time at which the borrower and the
qualified lender have entered into a
legal, binding, and enforceable loan
contract and any subsequent amend-
ment or modification of such contract.

(3) Loan means a loan made to a
farmer, rancher, or producer or har-
vester of aquatic products, for any ag-
ricultural or aquatic purpose and other
credit needs of the borrower, including
financing for basic processing and mar-
keting directly related to the bor-
rower’s operations and those of other
eligible farmers, ranchers, and pro-
ducers or harvesters of aquatic prod-
ucts.

(4) Loan contract means any written
agreement under which a qualified
lender lends or agrees to lend funds to
a borrower in consideration for, among
other things, the borrower’s promise to
repay the loaned funds at an agreed-
upon rate of interest.

(5) Loan document means any form,
application, agreement, contract, in-
strument, or other writing to which a
borrower affixes his signature or seal
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and which the qualified lender intends
to retain in its files as evidence relat-
ing to the loan contract entered into
between it and the borrower, but shall
not include any document related to a
loan which the borrower has not
signed.

(6) Qualified lender means:
(i) A System institution that makes

loans (as defined in paragraph (a)(3) of
this section) except a bank for coopera-
tives; and

(ii) Each bank, institution, corpora-
tion, company, union, and association
described in section 1.7(b)(1)(B) of the
Act, but only with respect to loans dis-
counted or pledged under section
1.7(b)(1) of the Act.

(b) Each qualified lender shall pro-
vide a copy of all loan documents to
the borrower or the borrower’s legal
representative at the execution of the
loan. Subsequently, upon written re-
quest of a borrower or a borrower’s
legal representative, a qualified lender
shall provide, as soon as practicable, a
copy of any loan documents signed by
the borrower, a copy of other docu-
ments delivered by such borrower to
that qualified lender, and a copy of
each collateral evaluation of the bor-
rower’s assets made or used by the
qualified lender. To the extent that a
collateral evaluation may contain con-
fidential third party information, the
lender may protect such confidential
third party information by withholding
any information that would disclose
identifying characteristics of the third
party or his property. One copy shall
be furnished free of charge. The lender
may assess reasonable copying charges
for any additional copies requested by
the borrower.

(c) Each System bank and associa-
tion shall have available in its offices
copies of the institution’s articles of
incorporation or charter and bylaws for
inspection and shall furnish a copy of
such documents to any owner of stock
or participation certificates upon re-
quest.

[51 FR 39504, Oct. 28, 1986, as amended at 53
FR 35458, Sept. 14, 1988; 56 FR 2675, Jan. 24,
1991; 59 FR 46734, Sept. 12, 1994; 61 FR 67188,
Dec. 20, 1996]

§ 618.8330 Production of documents
and testimony during litigation.

(a) If your bank or association is a
party to litigation with a borrower or a
successor in interest, you or your di-
rectors, officers, or employees may dis-
close confidential information about
that borrower or the successor in inter-
est during the litigation.

(b) If the Government or your bank
or association is not a party to litiga-
tion, you or your directors, officers, or
employees may produce confidential
documents or testimony only if a court
of competent jurisdiction issues a law-
ful order signed by a judge.

[64 FR 43049, Aug. 9, 1999]

§ 618.8340 [Reserved]

Subpart H—Disposition of
Obsolete Records

§ 618.8360 [Reserved]

§ 618.8370 [Reserved]

Subpart I [Reserved]

Subpart J—Internal Controls

§ 618.8430 Internal controls.
Each Farm Credit institution’s board

of directors shall adopt an internal
control policy which provides adequate
direction to the institution in estab-
lishing effective control over and ac-
countability for operations, programs,
and resources. The policy shall include,
at a minimum, the items enumerated
in the list which follows:

(a) Direction to management which
assigns responsibility for the internal
control function (financial, credit,
credit review, collateral, and adminis-
trative) to an officer (or officers) of the
institution.

(b) Adoption of internal audit and
control procedures that evidence re-
sponsibility for review and mainte-
nance of comprehensive and effective
internal controls.

(c) Direction for the operation of a
program to review and assess its as-
sets. These policies shall include stand-
ards which address the administration
of this program, described in the list
which follows:
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(1) Loan, loan-related assets, and ap-
praisal review standards, including
standards for scope of review selection
and standards for workpapers and sup-
porting documentation.

(2) Asset quality classification stand-
ards to be utilized in accordance with a
standardized classification system con-
sistent among associations within a
district and their funding Farm Credit
Bank or agricultural credit bank.

(3) Standards for assessing credit ad-
ministration, including the appraisal of
collateral.

(4) Standards for the training re-
quired to initiate the program.

[55 FR 24888, June 19, 1990]

§ 618.8440 Planning.
(a) No later than 30 days after the

commencement of each calendar year,
the board of directors of each Farm
Credit System institution shall adopt
an operational and strategic business
plan for at least the succeeding 3 years.

(b) The plan shall include, at a min-
imum, the following:

(1) A mission statement.
(2) A review of the internal and exter-

nal factors that are likely to affect the
institution during the planning period.

(3) Quantifiable goals and objectives.
(4) Pro forma financial statements

for each year of the plan.
(5) A detailed operating budget for

the first year of the plan.
(6) The capital adequacy plan adopted

pursuant to §§ 615.5200(b), 615.5330 (c),
and 615.5335(b).

[53 FR 39250, Oct. 6, 1988, as amended at 62 FR
4450, Jan. 30, 1997; 64 FR 34519, June 28, 1999]

PART 619—DEFINITIONS

Sec.
619.9000 The Act.
619.9010 Additional security.
619.9015 Agricultural credit associations.
619.9020 Agricultural credit banks.
619.9025 Agricultural land.
619.9050 Associations.
619.9060 Bank for cooperatives.
619.9110 Consolidation.
619.9130 Differential interest rates.
619.9135 Direct lender.
619.9140 Farm Credit bank(s).
619.9145 Farm Credit Bank.
619.9146 Farm Credit institutions.
619.9155 Federal land credit association.
619.9170 Fixed interest rate.

619.9180 Fixed interest spread.
619.9185 Funding Corporation.
619.9195 Loan participation.
619.9200 Loss-sharing agreements.
619.9210 Merger.
619.9230 Open-end mortgage loan plans.
619.9240 Participation agreement.
619.9250 Participation certificates.
619.9260 Primary security.
619.9330 Speculative purposes.
619.9340 Variable interest rate.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1.7, 2.4, 4.9, 5.9, 5.12, 5.17,
5.18, 7.0, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8 of the Farm Credit Act;
12 U.S.C. 2015, 2075, 2160, 2243, 2246, 2252, 2253,
2279a, 2279b, 2279b–1, 2279b–2.

SOURCE: 37 FR 11446, June 7, 1972, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 619.9000 The Act.

The Farm Credit Act of 1971; Pub. L.
92–181 and amendments.

§ 619.9010 Additional security.

Supplementary collateral to the pri-
mary security taken in connection
with the loan.

§ 619.9015 Agricultural credit associa-
tions.

Agricultural credit associations are
associations created by the merger of
one or more Federal land bank associa-
tions or Federal land credit associa-
tions and one or more production cred-
it associations and which have received
a transfer of authority to make and
participate in long-term real estate
mortgage loans pursuant to section 7.6
of the Act.

[55 FR 24888, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9020 Agricultural credit banks.

Agricultural credit banks are those
banks created by the merger of a Farm
Credit Bank and a bank for coopera-
tives pursuant to section 7.0 of the Act.

[55 FR 24888, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9025 Agricultural land.

Land improved or unimproved which
is devoted to or available for the pro-
duction of crops and other products
such as but not limited to fruits and
timber or for the raising of livestock.

[37 FR 11446, June 7, 1972. Redesignated at 55
FR 24888, June 19, 1990]
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§ 619.9050 Associations.
The term associations includes (indi-

vidually or collectively) Federal land
bank associations, Federal land credit
associations, production credit associa-
tions, and agricultural credit associa-
tions.

[55 FR 24888, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9060 Bank for cooperatives.
A bank for cooperatives is a bank

that is operating under section 3.0 of
the Act.

[61 FR 67188, Dec. 20, 1996]

§ 619.9110 Consolidation.
Creation of one new organizational

entity from two or more existing enti-
ties or parts thereof.

§ 619.9130 Differential interest rates.
An interest rate program under

which different rates of interest may
be made applicable to individual or
classes of loans on the basis of type,
purpose, amount, quality of loan, or a
combination of these factors.

§ 619.9135 Direct lender.
The term direct lender refers to Farm

Credit banks and associations (produc-
tion credit associations, agricultural
credit associations, and Federal land
credit associations) authorized to lend
to eligible borrowers identified in
§ 613.3000.

[55 FR 24889, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9140 Farm Credit bank(s).
Except as otherwise defined, the term

Farm Credit bank(s) includes Farm
Credit Banks, agricultural credit
banks, and banks for cooperatives.

[55 FR 24889, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9145 Farm Credit Bank.
The term Farm Credit Bank refers to

a bank resulting from the mandatory
merger of the Federal land bank and
the Federal intermediate credit bank
in each Farm Credit district pursuant
to section 410 of the Agricultural Cred-
it Act of 1987, Pub. L. 100–233, or any
bank resulting from a merger of two or
more Farm Credit Banks.

[55 FR 24889, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9146 Farm Credit institutions.

Except as otherwise defined, the term
Farm Credit institutions refers to all in-
stitutions chartered and regulated by
the Farm Credit Administration as de-
scribed in section 1.2 of the Act, and to
the Funding Corporation.

[55 FR 24889, June 19, 1990, as amended at 56
FR 2675, Jan. 24, 1991]

§ 619.9155 Federal land credit associa-
tion.

The term Federal land credit associa-
tion refers to a Federal land bank asso-
ciation that has received a transfer of
direct long-term real estate lending au-
thority pursuant to section 7.6 of the
Act.

[55 FR 24889, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9170 Fixed interest rate.

The rate of interest specified in the
note or loan document which will pre-
vail as the maximum rate chargeable
to the borrower during the period of
the loan.

§ 619.9180 Fixed interest spread.

A percentage to be added to the cost
of money to the bank or association as
the means of establishing a lending
rate.

§ 619.9185 Funding Corporation.

The term Funding Corporation refers
to the Federal Farm Credit Banks
Funding Corporation established pur-
suant to section 4.9 of the Act.

[55 FR 24889, June 19, 1990]

§ 619.9195 Loan participation.

A fractional undivided interest in the
principal amount of a loan that is sold
by a lead lender to a participating in-
stitution in accordance with the re-
quirements of § 614.4330 of this chapter.
The term ‘‘loan participation’’ does not
include a subordinated participation
interest.

[57 FR 38250, Aug. 24, 1992]

§ 619.9200 Loss-sharing agreements.

A contractual arrangement under
which the parties agree to share losses
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associated with loans or otherwise, as
may be provided for in the agreement.

[42 FR 20457, Apr. 20, 1977]

§ 619.9210 Merger.
Combining of one or more organiza-

tional entities into another similar en-
tity.

§ 619.9230 Open-end mortgage loan
plans.

A mortgage loan which permits the
borrower to obtain additional sums
during the term of the loan.

§ 619.9240 Participation agreement.
A contract under which a lender

agrees to sell a portion of a loan to one
or more purchasers under specific
terms set forth in the agreement.

§ 619.9250 Participation certificates.
Evidence of investment in a bank or

association to which all the rights and
obligations of stock attach with the ex-
ception of the right to vote in the af-
fairs of the institution.

§ 619.9260 Primary security.
The basic collateral securing the

loan.

§ 619.9330 Speculative purposes.
To buy or sell with the expectation of

profiting by fluctuations in price.

[40 FR 49078, Oct. 21, 1975]

§ 619.9340 Variable interest rate.
An interest rate on the outstanding

loan balances, which may be changed
from time to time during the period of
the loan, if provision is made in the
note or loan document.

PART 620—DISCLOSURE TO
SHAREHOLDERS

Subpart A—General

Sec.
620.1 Definitions.
620.2 Preparing and filing the reports.
620.3 Prohibition against incomplete, inac-

curate, or misleading disclosure.

Subpart B—Annual Report to Shareholders

620.4 Preparing and distributing the annual
report.

620.5 Contents of the annual report to
shareholders.

Subpart C—Quarterly Report

620.10 Preparing the quarterly report.
620.11 Content of quarterly report to share-

holders.

Subpart D—Notice to Shareholders

620.15 Notice.
620.17 Contents of the notice.

Subpart E—Association Annual Meeting
Information Statement

620.20 Preparing and distributing the infor-
mation statement.

620.21 Contents of the information state-
ment and other information to be fur-
nished in connection with the annual
meeting.

Subpart F—Bank Director Disclosure
Requirements

620.30 Disclosure statement for bank direc-
tor candidates.

620.31 Contents of disclosure statements.

Subpart G—Annual Report of Condition of
the Federal Agricultural Mortgage Cor-
poration

620.40 Content, timing, and distribution of
Federal Agricultural Mortgage Corpora-
tion’s annual report of condition.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 5.17, 5.19, 8.11 of the Farm
Credit Act (12 U.S.C. 2252, 2254, 2279aa–ll) sec.
424 of Pub. L. 100–233, 101 Stat. 1568, 1656.

Subpart A—General
§ 620.1 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part, the fol-
lowing definitions shall apply:

(a) Affiliated organization means any
organization, other than a Farm Credit
organization, of which a director, sen-
ior officer or nominee for director of
the reporting institution is a partner,
officer, or majority shareholder.

(b) Association means any of the asso-
ciations as described in § 619.9050 of this
chapter.

(c) Bank means any of the Farm
Credit banks as described in § 619.9140 of
this chapter.

(d) Direct lender association means any
association that is a direct lender as
described in § 619.9135 of this chapter.

(e) Immediate family means spouse,
parents, siblings, children, mothers-
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and fathers-in-law, brothers- and sis-
ters-in-law, and sons- and daughters-in-
law.

(f) Institution means any bank or as-
sociation chartered by the Act.

(g) Loan means any extension of cred-
it or lease that is recorded as an asset
of a reporting institution, whether
made directly or purchased from an-
other lender. The term ‘‘loan’’ in-
cludes, but is not limited to, loans
originated through direct negotiations
between the reporting institution and a
borrower; purchased loans or interests
in loans, including participation inter-
ests, retained subordinated participa-
tion interests in loans sold, interests in
pools of subordinated participation in-
terests that are held in lieu of retain-
ing a subordinated participation inter-
est in loans sold; contracts of sale;
notes receivable; and other similar ob-
ligations and lease financings.

(h) Material. The term material, when
used to qualify a requirement to fur-
nish information as to any subject,
limits the information required to
those matters to which there is a sub-
stantial likelihood that a reasonable
person would attach importance in
making shareholder decisions or deter-
mining the financial condition of the
institution.

(i) Normal risk of collectibility means
the ordinary risk inherent in the lend-
ing operation. Loans that are deemed
to have more than a normal risk of col-
lectibility include, but are not limited
to, any adversely classified loans.

(j) Permanent capital shall have the
same meaning as set forth in
§ 615.5201(l) of this chapter.

(k) Protected borrower capital means
eligible borrower stock as defined in
§ 615.5260 of this chapter.

(l) Related association means an asso-
ciation within the reporting bank’s
chartered territory that generates
loans for the bank or whose operations
the bank funds.

(m) Related bank means a reporting
association’s funding bank or the bank
for which it generates loans.

(n) Related organization means any
Farm Credit institution that is a
shareholder of the reporting institu-
tion or in which the reporting institu-
tion has an ownership interest.

(o) Report refers to the annual report,
quarterly report, notice, or informa-
tion statement required by the part un-
less otherwise specified.

(p) Senior officer means any person
designated by the board of directors as
responsible for a major management
function.

(q) Shareholder means a holder of any
equity interest in an institution.

(r) Significant event means any event
that is likely to have a material im-
pact on the reporting institution’s fi-
nancial condition, results of oper-
ations, cost of funds, or reliability of
sources of funds. The term ‘‘significant
event’’ includes, but is not limited to,
actual or probable noncompliance with
the regulatory minimum permanent
capital standards or capital adequacy
requirements, stock impairment, the
imposition of or entering into enforce-
ment actions, execution of financial as-
sistance agreements with other institu-
tions, collateral deficiencies that im-
pact a bank’s ability to obtain loan
funds, or defaults on debt obligations.

[51 FR 8656, Mar. 13, 1986, as amended at 51
FR 42086, Nov. 21, 1986; 53 FR 3337, Feb. 5,
1988; 56 FR 29421, June 27, 1991; 56 FR 42649,
Aug. 28, 1991; 58 FR 48791, Sept. 20, 1993; 59 FR
37406, July 22, 1994; 62 FR 15092, Mar. 31, 1997;
63 FR 39229, July 22, 1998]

§ 620.2 Preparing and filing the re-
ports.

For the purposes of this part, the fol-
lowing shall apply:

(a) Three copies of each report re-
quired by this section, including finan-
cial statements and related schedules,
exhibits, and all other papers and docu-
ments that are part of the report shall
be filed with the Chief Examiner, Farm
Credit Administration, McLean, Vir-
ginia 22102–5090, or with such other
Farm Credit Administration offices as
the Chief Examiner designates. The
Farm Credit Administration must re-
ceive the report the report within the
period prescribed under applicable sub-
part sections. The reports shall be
available for public inspection at the
issuing institution and the farm Credit
Administration office with which the
reports are filed. Bank reports shall
also be available for public inspection
at each related association office.
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(b) At least one of the reports filed
with the Farm Credit Administration
shall be dated and manually signed on
behalf of the institution by:

(1) The person designated by the
board of directors to certify the reports
of condition and performance in ac-
cordance with § 621.14 of this chapter;

(2) The chief executive officer; and
(3)(i) For each quarterly report or no-

tice filed under this section, each mem-
ber of the board or one of the following
board members formally designated by
action of the board to certify reports of
condition and performance on behalf of
the individual board members: The
chairperson of the board; the chair-
person of the audit committee; or a
board member designated by the chair-
person of the board.

(ii) For all other reports, each mem-
ber of the board.
The name and position title of each
person signing the report shall be
typed or printed beneath his or her sig-
nature. The statement to which the
signers of the report shall attest shall
read as follows:

The undersigned certify that this report
has been prepared in accordance with all ap-
plicable statutory and regulatory require-
ments and that the information contained
herein is true, accurate, and complete to the
best of his or her knowledge and belief.

If any officer or any member of the
board is unable to or refuses to sign the
report, the institution shall disclose
the individual’s name and position title
and the reasons such individual is un-
able or refuses to sign the report.

(c) The report sent to shareholders
shall be signed and dated by and on be-
half of the institution and its board of
directors by its chief executive officer
and the chairman of the board of direc-
tors. If any person required to sign the
report submitted to the Farm Credit
Administration pursuant to paragraph
(b) of this section has not signed the
report, the name and position title of
the individual and the reasons such in-
dividual is unable or refuses to sign
shall be disclosed in the report sent to
shareholders.

(d) Information in any part of this re-
port may be incorporated by reference
in answer or partial answer to any
other item of the report.

(e) All items of essentially the same
character as items required to be re-
ported in the reports of condition and
performance pursuant to part 621 of
this chapter shall be prepared in ac-
cordance with the rules set forth in
part 621.

(f) No disclosure required by subparts
B and E of this part shall be deemed to
violate any regulation of the Farm
Credit Administration.

(g) Each Farm Credit institution
shall present its reports in accordance
with generally accepted accounting
principles and in a manner that pro-
vides the most meaningful disclosure
to shareholders.

(1) Any Farm Credit institution that
presents its annual and quarterly fi-
nancial statements on a combined or
consolidated basis shall also include in
the report the statement of condition
and statement of income of the institu-
tion on a stand-alone basis. The stand-
alone statements may be in summary
form and shall disclose the basis of
presentation if different from account-
ing policies of the combined or consoli-
dated statements.

(2) Any bank that prepares its finan-
cial statements on a stand-alone basis
shall provide in the footnotes accom-
panying its annual report supplemental
information containing a condensed
statement of condition and statement
of income for the bank’s related asso-
ciations on a combined basis. The con-
densed statements may be unaudited
and shall disclose the basis of presen-
tation if different from accounting
policies of the bank-only statements.

(h)(1) Each annual report or notice
shall include a statement in a promi-
nent location within the report or no-
tice that the institution’s quarterly re-
ports are available free of charge on re-
quest. The statement shall include ap-
proximate dates of availability of the
quarterly reports and the telephone
numbers and addresses where share-
holders may obtain a copy of the re-
ports.

(2) Each association shall include a
statement in a prominent location
within each report that the share-
holders’ investment in the association
may be materially affected by the fi-
nancial condition and results of oper-
ations of the related bank an (if not
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otherwise provided) that a copy of the
bank’s financial reports to share-
holders will be made available free of
charge on request. The statement shall
also include the telephone numbers and
addresses where shareholders may ob-
tain copies of the related bank’s finan-
cial reports.

(3) Each institution shall, after re-
ceiving a request for a report, mail or
otherwise furnish the report to the re-
questor. The first copy of the requested
report shall be provided to the re-
questor free of charge.

(i) Any events that have affected one
or more related organizations of the re-
porting institution that are likely to
have a material effect on the financial
condition, results of operations, cost of
funds, or reliability of sources of funds
of the reporting institution shall be
considered significant events for the
reporting institution and shall be dis-
closed in the reports. Any significant
event affecting the reporting institu-
tion that occurred during the preceding
fiscal quarters that continues to have a
material effect on the reporting insti-
tution shall be considered significant
events of the current fiscal quarter and
shall be disclosed in the reports.

[51 FR 8656, Mar. 13, 1986, as amended at 51
FR 21340, June 12, 1986; 56 FR 29421, June 27,
1991; 58 FR 27923, May 12, 1993; 58 FR 48791,
Sept. 20, 1993; 62 FR 15092, Mar. 31, 1997]

§ 620.3 Prohibition against incomplete,
inaccurate, or misleading disclo-
sure.

No institution and no employee, offi-
cer, director, or nominee for director of
the institution shall make any disclo-
sure to shareholders or the general
public concerning any matter required
to be disclosed by this part that is in-
complete, inaccurate, or misleading.
When any such person makes disclo-
sure that, in the judgment of the Farm
Credit Administration, is incomplete,
inaccurate, or misleading, whether or
not such disclosure is made in disclo-
sure statements required by this part,
such institution or person shall make
such additional or corrective disclosure
as is necessary to provide shareholders
and the general public with a full and
fair disclosure.

[56 FR 29422, June 27, 1991]

Subpart B—Annual Report to
Shareholders

§ 620.4 Preparing and distributing the
annual report.

(a) Each institution of the Farm
Credit System shall prepare and dis-
tribute to its shareholders an annual
report within 90 days of the end of its
fiscal year.

(b)(1) Any bank that presents its fi-
nancial statements on a combined
basis shall distribute in its annual re-
port to the shareholders of related as-
sociations within the period required
by paragraph (a) of this section. Each
bank shall coordinate such distribution
with its related associations.

(2) Any bank that presents its finan-
cial statements on a bank-only basis
shall distribute its annual report to the
shareholders of related associations
within the period required by para-
graph (a) of this section in all in-
stances where the bank experiences a
significant event that has a material
effect on the associations. Each bank
shall coordinate such distribution with
its related associations.

(c) The report shall contain, at a
minimum, the information required by
§ 620.5 and, in addition, such other in-
formation as is necessary to make the
required statements, in light of the cir-
cumstances under which they are
made, not misleading.

[51 FR 8656, Mar. 13, 1986. Redesignated and
amended at 56 FR 29421, 29422, June 27, 1991;
62 FR 15093, Mar. 31, 1997]

§ 620.5 Contents of the annual report
to shareholders.

The report shall contain the fol-
lowing items in substantially the same
order:

(a) Description of business. The de-
scription shall include a brief discus-
sion of the following items:

(1) The territory served;
(2) The persons eligible to borrow;
(3) The types of lending activities en-

gaged in and related services offered.
Each bank shall also briefly describe
the lending and related services offered
by its related associations, as well as
related services offered to the bor-
rowers in the bank’s chartered terri-
tory by any service organization in
which it has an ownership interest.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 10:01 Mar 01, 2001 Jkt 194038 PO 00000 Frm 00208 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\194038T.XXX pfrm08 PsN: 194038T



209

Farm Credit Administration § 620.5

Each association shall briefly describe
the lending and related services offered
by its related organizations or incor-
porate by reference relevant portions
of the related bank’s report, if such re-
port is distributed to association share-
holders;

(4) Any significant developments
within the last 5 years that had or
could have a material impact on earn-
ings or interest rates to borrowers, in-
cluding, but not limited to, changes in
the reporting entity and financing as-
sistance provided by or to the institu-
tion through loss-sharing or capital
preservation agreements or from any
other source;

(5) Any acquisition or disposition of
material assets during the last fiscal
year, other than in the ordinary course
of business;

(6) Any material change during the
last fiscal year in the manner of con-
ducting the business;

(7) Any seasonal characteristics of
the institution’s business;

(8) Any concentrations of more than
10 percent of its assets in particular
commodities or particular types of ag-
ricultural activity or business, and the
institution’s dependence, if any, upon a
single customer, or a few customers,
including other financing institutions
(OFIs), the loss of any one of which
would have a material effect on the in-
stitution; and

(9) A brief description of the business
of any related Farm Credit institution,
as described in § 619.9146 of this chapter,
and the nature of the institution’s rela-
tionship with such organization.

(b) Description of property. State the
location of and briefly describe the
principal offices, i.e., headquarters, and
major facilities where the institution
makes and services its loans, and other
materially important physical prop-
erties (other than property acquired in
the course of collecting a loan) of the
institution. If any such property is not
held in fee or is held subject to any
major encumbrance, so state and de-
scribe briefly the terms and conditions
of the agreement under which the prop-
erty is used or occupied.

(c) Legal proceedings and enforcement
actions. (1) Describe briefly any mate-
rial pending legal proceedings, other
than ordinary routine litigation inci-

dental to the business, to which the in-
stitution is a party, of which any of its
property is the subject, or which in-
volved claims that the institution may
be required by contract or operation of
law, to satisfy. Include the name of the
court in which the proceedings are
pending, the date instituted, the prin-
cipal parties thereto, a description of
the factual basis alleged to underlie
the proceeding and the relief sought.

(2) Describe the type of and reason
for each enforcement action in effect,
i.e., agreements, cease and desist or-
ders, temporary cease and desist or-
ders, prohibitions and removals of offi-
cers or directors, or civil money pen-
alties, if any, imposed or assessed on
the institution or its officers or direc-
tors and the amount of any civil money
penalties assessed.

(d) Description of capital structure. (1)
Describe each class of stock and par-
ticipation certificates the institution
is authorized to issue and the rights,
duties, and liabilities of each class. The
description shall include:

(i) The number of shares of each class
outstanding;

(ii) The par or face value;
(iii) The voting and dividend rights;
(iv) The order of priority upon im-

pairment or liquidation;
(v) The institution’s retirement poli-

cies and restrictions on transfer;
(vi) The statutory requirement that a

borrower purchase stock as a condition
to obtaining a loan;

(vii) The manner in which the stock
is purchased (i.e., promissory note to
the issuer, or cash not advanced by
issuing institution);

(viii) The statutory authority of the
institution to require additional cap-
ital contributions, if any; and

(ix) The statutory and regulatory re-
striction regarding retirement of stock
and distribution of earnings pursuant
to § 615.5215, and any requirements to
add capital under a plan approved by
the Farm Credit Administration pursu-
ant to §§ 615.5330, 615.5335, 615.5351, or
615.5357.

(2) Describe regulatory minimum
capital standards, and the institution’s
compliance with such standards. For
banks, also discuss any related associa-
tions that are not currently in compli-
ance with the standards.
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